KATHI FORCES SURPRISED

Santhali, Babra, Kotda Pitha, Kariana, Anandpur, Bar-
wala, and Jasdan fell before his onslaught. Wajsur
Khachar of Jasdan now offered to exchange Atkot, and
on these terms Jasdan was restored to him. But Dada
Khachar of Atkot, a relation of Wajsur Khachar, very
naturally objected to these proceedings, and showed his
feelings in a practical manner by going into outlawry
against Nawanagar. Meraman considered that it would
be dangerous to leave the country with such a man abroad,
fearing he would engineer a rebellion in the lately con-
quered districts. He thereupon made terms with the
Kathi, whereby Atkot was to be handed back to him
provided he proceeded with an army against Morvi and
were successful in operations against the Jadeja chief
of that place. Dada Khachar agreed on condition that he
were given sole command of some Nawanagar troops for
the purpose, and with a small force which was placed
under him he three times ravaged Morvi territory.

While returning from the last raid he was overtaken
and surprised by the Morvi forces near Chotila, and his
small army was greatly outnumbered. He decided to die
fighting, and called for volunteers to stay with him,
giving permission to the remainder to save their lives by
flight. About thirty Kathis stood by him, and this little
band made a desperate charge against the whole Morvi
army. Dada Khachar obtained his desire, for he and
all his faithful followers were slain after making a noble
struggle to break through the ranks of their enemies.

The Jadeja chiefs of Halawad (Halar) now considered
that Meraman was becoming too powerful, and that Jam
Jasaji should remain no longer in the humiliating position
he occupied at Nawanagar, completely under the influence
of the Khawas, although being nearly thirty years of age.
Accordingly in A.D. 1794 Jadejas Meramanji of Rajkot,
Daji of Gondal, Ranmalji of Khirasara, and Modji of
Dhrol marched into Nawanagar territory and laid waste
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